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Message from the CEO
Hello Family, 2
Greetings from Bhutan. It is with much excitement that | would like to share with you the
news of the opening of our borders on 4th April after two long years of isolation with
quarantine period reduced from three weeks to five days and soon expected to be lifted
completely. | am hopeful that | will be able to share with you the complete opening of our -
: borders without quarantine requirement in our next newsletter. )
- I <
Bhutan s a perfect destination for you NOWI Our tourism policy of “high value, low volume”
‘ could not be more relevant today when safety is a priority, as we all strive to ensuring a
(@ risk-free happy vacation for all travelers. 3
i
1 am happy to give you some news and information on Bhutan that may be of interest to you
A as we all look forward to a brighter future for local and global tourism

Happiness is a Place’ and | look forward to welcoming you to Bhutan

Bhutan welcomes first group of tourists
after more than two years!

A group of 32 international tourists arrived in the country today. This is the first time the country is receiv-

ing tourists in a group since the country closed its doors to tourists in 2020. The shrinking tourism industry

welcomed the arrival of tourists and the government's decision to bring down the quarantine for intema-
tional travellers to five days.

April 2, 2022

Covid-19 Quarantine Protocol updated!

The quarantine period for incoming (international) travellers will be reduced to 5 days starting
4th April. The testing protocol will be revised accordingly.

In addition: Produce a COVID-19 negative certificate issued by a laboratory certified to carry
out RT-PCR test, not earlier than 72 hours before embarking or the initiation of a journey from
the country of origin

»
Prime Minister of Bhutan.

Bhutan has the strictest and highest standards of Covid-19 measures in place. Lyonchhen (PM) Dr Lotay
Tshering said this during a virtual meeting recently

He said this was made possible with the leader, His Majesty the King on the top, who is always concerned
about his subjects.

“Following His Majesty’s concern and the instructions, we have the highest standards of interventions,
testing and vaccines,” he said. “No stone has been left unturned.”

People talking about the concept of living with the virus could be dangerous, lyonchhen said. “A slightest
indication of pulling out of this pandemic and living with the virus will not be in keeping with the standard
of our measures.”

His Majesty on the far right with the PM and the Guardians of Peace.

He said: “But we need time as we are studying situations in other countries where they have started to
live with the virus.”

Lyonchhen said Bhutan had a close reference with New Zealand, which remained zero Covid until
recently. “The nearest best standard is Singapore and we are studying it too. If things go well in these
countries, we too will start to live with the virus.”

A slightest strategic mistake, he said, could undo everything Bhutan has achieved
He said that His Majesty the King is also not in favour of living with the virus given the possible risks.
Lyonchhen said that most of the Scandinavian countries had started to live with the virus but most of the
countries are now suffering with sudden surge in the number of cases. “Some countries did not choose
to live with the virus but were compelled to.”

He said that what would follow the Omicron is not known. “With the viral mutations, to have more
contiguous and lethal variant is possible but less likely

Meanwhile, 508 new Covid positive cases were recorded in the last 24 hours. Of these, 45 were from the
community.

Bhutanese feature film,

When the Bhutanese feature film, Lunana — A Yak in the Classroom was nominated for the
prestigious Oscars award, writer-director Pawo Choyning Dorji hoped that the film will touch people’s
hearts. In less than a week, it has become a heart mover s itis being played in theatres across New
York to Los Angeles to San Francisco and Miami

At home, to those who appreciate art, the news came as a relief amidst the doom and gloom of the
Covid-19 pandemic. The second movie to be nominated for the interational Oscar category in more
than two decades is getting rave reviews in the intemational arena. What is a simple ordinary story for

“Z' the Bhutanese audience has made an impact on the global audience, especially among those who
value artistic excellence

¢ The Academy Award, more commonly known as Oscars, recognises artistic and technical merits in
the film industry and is the most prestigious of all awards. For Bhutan and the film industry that didn't

have a proper film association or industry until a decade ago, Pawo making to the nomination list is -
already an achievement. To put into context, the Oscars was initiated 94 years ago.

A teacher posted in a remote school with the barest of infrastructure and having to walk for days may
not be a new story for the Bhutanese audience, but it is the art of storytelling the writer-director has
woven together to present a different film to the global audience.

Ifthe majestic Lunana mountains, the greenery and the myths surrounding the mountain and the com-
munity has moved the audience, the film also draws attention to the impact of climate and ecological

p change narrated through the simple yet profound messages of the mountain community or the
close-knit relations among the highlanders and the nature.

s Pawo's film will be competing in the family and drama category with four films from Norway, Japan,
Italy and Denmark, perhaps regulars at the interational award. A difference in A Yak in the Class-
room is that all the cast are first-timers with some of the lead roles like the class captain of Lunana Pri-
mary School, Pem Zam, at her natural best

For the Bhutanese film industry that is experiencing a welcoming trend recently, the nomination to the
Academy Awards comes as a huge encouragement

There is no boundary for artistic expression and Pawo's film exactly demonstrates that. A welcome
change is that we have a growing number of filmmakers, a handful it may be, trying to expand the
boundaries. We wil continue to see regular commercial films that appeal to the masses and make
quick returns, but the small group of filmmakers that try to cater to the sophisticated taste of entertain-
ing and informing is a massive change in the film industry.

Whether Lunana— A Yak in the Classroom will bag the prestigious award is yet to be seen, but tis al-
ready a big achievement for Bhutanese filmmakers, the industry and the country.

It is a proud moment for Bhutan.

Upcoming Bhutan Festivals You Can Experience:

Start Planning Your Vacatic

Domkhar TShCChu | MAY 11, 2022 - MAY 13, 2022.

Domkhar Lhakhang was built by Serkhong Truelku during the 18th century and it s said that the Ihakhang
is the residing place for the Trulku. Domkhar Tshechu is a 3 days festival, which includes chams and
dances which are performed by the local people of Domkhar village. The chams include mainly the Peling
Chams (composition of Terton Pema Lingpa)

On the last day of the festival, the hakhang displays large thongdrols to bless the people of Domkhar vil-
lage

Ura Yakchoe | may 13,2022 - mav 17,2022

The festival continues to be named Yakchoe but it took a turn in terms of significance and practice. Ura
Yakchoe is now celebrated in honour of a status of Chador, a manifestation of Vajrapani.

The statue of Chador is brought from Gaden, Ura to bless the community and those who attend the festi-
val. Legends have it that the statue is a gift fom Guru Rinpoche to the people of Ura. The arrival of the
statue is shrouded in mystery, but worshipped with faith, devotion and awe

Haa Summer Festival | ut09,2022-juL 10, 2022

The Haa Summer Festival is a lively and uplifting celebration of traditional living-culture, nomadic life-
styles, unique Bhutanese cuisine, traditional sports and religious performances.

It provides unparalleled insight into the lives and traditions of Bhutan’s nomadic herders. It showcases a
lively traditional living culture, nomadic ifestyles, and demonstration of local cuisines, brewing of local ara,
traditional sports, religious performances, dances, songs, artifacts and natural alpine flowers. Guests can
also experience the night at one of the many village home stays and enjoy the hospitality of the local
people of Haa Valley.

Kurjey Tshechu | 05,2022

Kurjey Tsechu is celebrated in the popular Kurjey Lakhang in Bumthang. People of Jakar and Kurjey vil-
lages attend the Tshechu to pay obeisance to Guru Rinpoche who brought Buddhism to Bhutan.

Itis a one-day festival and the chams/dances include the Guru Tshengye and Shinjay cham performed by
the monks of Kurjey Lhakhang. It is then closed with unfurling of a giant Buddha/Guru Thangka painting
known as thongdrel. The festival is fully supported and funded by the government of Bhutan

Mushroom Festival | aua1s.2022-au 16,2022

During the festival, the native mushrooms and other local products, mushroom hunting, and cultural pro-
grammes by the school and local community will be showcased

The objective of the festival is to create awareness on the sustainable harvesting of the local mushroom
and enjoy the organic natural flavors of nature

Bhutan Grand Prix to attract the best archers

for The Asian Games.

Bhutan is starting a Grand Prix. It is, however, not about open-wheel single-seater racing cars
The Bhutan Archery Federation (BAF), in collaboration with the Bhutan Olympic Committee (BOC) s in-
troducing the Bhutan Grand Prix: the first open international style compound archery tournament to take
place in Bhutan among Bhutanese this year.

After the tournament, eight players will be shortiisted, and four will be selected to represent Bhutan in the
upcoming 19th Asian Games from September 10 to 25 in Hangzhou, China

So far, only archers of the BAF have been getting the opportunity to take part in intemational tourna-
ments.

/{ Besides making compound archery more comprehensive, the tourmament also intends to encourage
archers to use accessories such as sights and triggers

The use of triggers and sights was not allowed up to now. They are expecting at least 100 archers.

Participants are allowed to use their bow and arrows that they use in the local toumament: a mechanical
bow with a levering system composed of cables and pulleys to bend the limbs, and aluminium arrows

Sign up for our newsletter for more

Spring Vs Autumn: The Best Time To Visit Bhutan

Is Bhutan on your bucket list? Then you must know the best time to visit Bhutan to explore
every nook and comer of this amazing country without leaving a single incomplete destination.

See the Flight schedule here “\
Updated Flight Schedule for the month of July till December, 2022

See the Flight schedule here ®

Looking for 2023 Festival Dates?

See the Festival Dates here “y

Bhutan Covid 19 Protocols and Informati

Norbu Bhutan Travel will be facilitating the entry of guests from April 4th 2022 on-
wards after fulfilling the existing COVID-19 requirements, including the 5 days
mandatory quarantine.

ing Bhutan must meet the following conditions.

1. You can travel to Bhutan by applying through us.
2. Entry will be facilitated for those coming via air.

3. Minimum Daily Package Rate (MDPR) will be applicable only after the quarantine period.

4. Sustainable Development Fee (SDF) will be applicable only after the quarantine period.

6. strictly follow prevailing National COVID-19 protocol and guidelines.

7. Need to have COVID-19 insurance coverage.

8. Produce a COVID-19 negative certificate issued by a laboratory certified to carry out RT-PCR test,
not earlier than 72 hours before embarking or the initiation of a journey from the country of origin.
9. At any given time, the National COVID-19 protocol may be enforced. We not only expedite your

new plan but we can be your backup should anything go wrong.
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Web : www.norbubhutan.com




