
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Readers, 

Greetings from Norbu Bhutan Travel! 

The purpose of our electronic bimonthly newsletter is to 

keep our clients in the picture as to what is of interest or 

new in the Bhutan travel industry. It is a step to enhance 

our service to nurture the bonds of trust and goodwill 

with our guests and partners on which lie the 

foundations of our company. 

 

 Started in 2008, we have earned a reputation for 

excellence in the travel industry. Today, we are a 

professional and competitive inbound tour operator 

that has successfully avoided the pitfall of over 

expansion at the risk of losing the "personal touch" that 

we foster in all our services. We boast a hand selected 

network of hotels, highly trained guides and the best of 

transportation facilities. Above all, we make it our 

business to provide our guests with the journey a 

lifetime that is made easier by the unique beauty of 

Bhutan.  

 

Our company is licensed by the Tourism Council of 

Bhutan, which is the government agency monitoring all 

tourism policies, guidelines and activities. We are also 

an active member of the Association of Bhutanese Tour 

Operators. 

 

 

 

                                    Tashi Delek  
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Air  Services Agreement  signed with  UAE 
 
Aviation: Bhutanese airlines can now fly to the UAE following the signing of an Air Services Agreement 
(ASA) between Bhutan and UAE on February 13.  
 
¢ƘŜ !{! ǿŀǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ 5ŀǎƘƻ YŀǊƳŀ 
Wangchuk Penjor, and the director general of UAE General Civil Aviation Authority, Saif Mohammad Al 
Suwaidi in Dubai. 
 

Dasho Karma Wangchuk Penjor said that the agreement establishes a legal framework for the two 
Bhutanese airlines to operate to the UAE. He said that the new air route is expected to cater to flight 
demand of the passengers travelling from Europe to Bhutan and also for Bhutanese working in the Gulf 
region. 

A buckwheat  house serving  indigenous  organic  food  in  Bumthang  

 
 If you are in Bumthang and want to taste local food, you might want to visit a single-storey house 
located a few minutes walk from Chamkhar town towards Jakar Lhakhang. Popularly known as the 
buckwheat house, a group of farmers from Jalikhar village, who are members of the Chithuen Rangzhin 
¢ǎƘƻƎǇŀΣ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ Ψ.ǳƳǘƘŀƴƎ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŦƻƻŘΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  

Dzongkhag agriculture officer, Gaylong, said Bumthang indigeneous organic food was established in 
2009 with the aim to preserve indigenous grains and seeds in Bumthang. It was also aimed at enhancing 
livelihood, food security and environmental wellbeing. He said national biodiversity centre, department 
ƻŦ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘȊƻƴƎƪƘŀƎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 
the group. Meanwhile, there is a seed room constructed behind the buckwheat house where all the 
seed samples from all four gewogs in Bumthang are kept in respective stalls. 

 

 

 

 (Source Kuensel; National newspaper) 

 

 

 

Newsletter March-April  2017 

 

T

H

E  

N

O

R

B

U

 

B

H

U

T

A

N

 

B

I

M

O

N

T

H

L

Y 



UpComing &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌȣ Punakha  Drubchen 2 th  ɀ 6th  March  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter March-April  2017 

 

The Punakha Drubchen is a unique festival because it 
hosts a dramatic recreation of the scene from the 
17th century battle with Tibetan army. 
The ΨǇŀȊŀǇǎΩ or local militia men dress in traditional 
battle gear and reenact the ancient battle scene. This 
reenactment harkens back to the time when in the 
absence of a standing army, men from the 
eight Tshogchens or great village blocks 
of Thimphu came forward and managed to expel 
the invading forces from the country. Their victory 
ushered in a period of new-found internal peace and 
stability.  

The festivals not only play an important role in 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ .ƘǳǘŀƴΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ 
also provide devout Buddhists with an opportunity 
for prayer and pilgrimage. They reflect the richness of 
the Bhutanese cultural heritage and are very special 
in the eyes and hearts of both Bhutanese and tourists 
who visit Bhutan. 
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PLACES TO 6)3)4ȣ DOCHULA 
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 Dochula pass is located on the way to Punakha from Thimphu. 

The pass is a popular location among tourists as it offers a 

stunning 360 degree panoramic view of Himalayan mountain 

range. The view is especially scenic on clear, winter days with 

snowcapped mountains forming a majestic backdrop to the 

tranquility of the 108 chortens gracing the mountain pass. 
Known as the Druk Wangyal Chortens- the construction of 
these108 chortens was commissioned by the eldest Queen 
Mother, Her Majesty Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangchuk. The pass is 
also popular spiritual destination for both locals and tourists 
because an important temple is located on the crest of Dochula 
pass. 

The Druk Wangyal Lhakhang (temple) was built in honor of His 
Majesty the fourth Druk Gyalpo, Jigme Singye Wangchuck. The 
past and future appears to merge in the details of the lhakhang 
(temple) and its structure tells the story of a supreme warrior 
figure, whose vision pierces the distant future in a fine blend of 
history and mythology. 

Bhutanese families enjoy visiting the pass during holidays and 
weekends to picnic and simply enjoy the scenery. It is common 
to see families and groups of friends seated amongst the 
chortens, enjoying a packed lunch and hot tea. For tourists this 
is ideal location to capture beautiful pictures of Himalayan 
mountain range during clear, warm days. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email:damchenresorts@gmail.com    Phone Number : +975-2584367/2584368  Fax: +975-2584375 

Address:  Punakha; Khuruthang 

 

Rooms No. of Rooms 

Standard 18 

Semi Deluxe 6 

Deluxe 9 

Total 33 

 

 

  

Damchen Group of Hotels & Resorts is one of the leading group in Bhutan with chain of hotels and resorts spread over 

all the major cities and towns of Bhutan. All the properties are location in prime locations. We strive towards providing 

traditional yet modern way of hospitality to our guests making the stay in this beautiful country a memorable one. 

Features  

V Airport transfer: charges apply  
V Bar 
V Conference facilities 
V Event management 
V Foreign currency exchange 
V Front desk service: 24 hrs 
V Laundry service 
V Luggage storage 
V Parking 
V Taxi service on call: charges apply 
V Wi-fi (free) 

Restaurant (A La Carte & Buffet) 

V Bhutanese, Chinese, Continental and 
Indian) 

 

 

Suitability  

V Balcony 

V Cable TV 

V Choice of double & twin 

beds 

V Complimentary bottled 

water 

V Hair dryer (on request) 

V Mini fridge 

V Phone 

V Room heating 

V Room service 

V Umbrella (on request) 
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 Hotels to look ȣ Damchen Resort, Punakha  

tel:+975-17795042


2ÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÌÏÏËȣ  

Le Meridien Thimphu Cuisine; Pan Asia at its finest 

Named after the fabled "Golden Mushrooms" of Bhutan, Sese Shamu entices curious gourmands with a 

taste of the Far-East. Available only for dinner, and offering up a delectable variety of South-East Asia's 

finest and most popular dishes, each dish is a work of art itself - carefully prepared and tastefully 

presented by our master chefs. The perfect venue for an intitmate evening out, or for a celebration, 

Sese Shamu promises the discerning guest to meal fit to satiate the Buddha's belly.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expected Temperature in March/April   

Month Values 
in 

Celsius 

Paro Thimphu Punakha Trongsa Bumthang Mongar Trashigang 

March Max 14.5 16.4 22.8 16.7 16.7 20.0 24.8 

Min 0.6 3.9 10.4 4.4 3.5 11.6 14.4 
April Max 17.6 20.0 26.2 20.1 18.7 22.8 28.3 

Min 4.6 7.1 12.9 6.6 3.9 14.0 17.0 

*To be noted that average temperatures are recorded from valley floors. There can be considerable 

divergences from the recorded figures depending upon elevation 

Location : Lobby Level 

Seating : 78 Covers 

Operation Hours :  

Dinner : 19:00 hrs. ς 23:00 hrs. 

Atmosphere : Elegant 

Design : Modern 

Dress Code : Smart Casual 

Telephone No. : +975 2 337788 
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5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΧ Gangkhar Puensum is the 

highest unclimbed mountain in Bhutan at 

7,570m. It is the 40th highest mountain in 

the world.  

 

 



 

Contact and Address       

3
rd

 Floor, Gongzin Lam, Post Box 1213   

Thimphu, Bhutan 

Phone: +975-2-340151, 340152, 340153 

Fax: +975-2-340150 

Email: info@norbubhutan.com 

Visit us at www.norbhutan.com 

 

Representative Office  

Eros Metro Mall, Sector-14,  

Dwarka, New Dehli-110075 

Tel: +91 11 28084902/28084907/28084904  

Fax: +91 11 28084907 

info@visitbhutan.com / www.visitbhutan.com  
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